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Legislators  meet  for  prayer  breakfast 


By  William  H.  Perkins,  Jr. 

Editor  . 


Attendance  at  the  annual  Mississippi 
Baptist  Legislative  Prayer  Breakfast  on 
January  8  at  the  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson 
was  the  highest  in  the  history  of  the  four- 
year  event,  according  to  Jimmy  Porter, 
executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission. 

The  Skyroom  on  the  fourth  floor  of  the 
Baptist  building  was  packed  with  legisla¬ 
tors  and  pastors  from  around  the  state,  as 
well  as  state  officials  and  staffers  of  the 
Misssissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
Commission,  which  among  its  many 
duties  tracks  legislative  matters  for 
Mississippi  Baptists  during  annual  legisla- 
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tive  sessions,  sponsors  the  breakfast  each 
year.  Gifts  to  the  Mississippi  Cooperative 
Program  fund  the  gathering. 

Jun  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  in 
Jackson,  stressed  to  the  legislators  in  atten¬ 
dance  that  the  breakfast  was  not  a  high-pres¬ 
sure  lobbying  event  but  rather  a  special  time 
to  pra$tiosih&latormakers  and  their  families, 
since  they  are  separated  from  their  families 
during  the  annual  legislative  sessions. 

Futral  assured  them  of  the  prayers  of 
Mississippi  Baptists  as  they  make  the  diffi¬ 
cult  decisions  in  the  days  ahead  that  will 
affect  the  future  of  the  state. 

Among  the  biggest  challenges  facing 
lawmakers  in  this  session  will  be  balanc¬ 
ing  the  state  budget,  in  light  of  anemic 
state  and  national  economies  that  have 
lowered  tax  revenue. 

Porter  echoed  Futral's  remarks,  stating, 

"This  is  not  a  lobbying  function.  We  strict¬ 
ly  want  them  to  know  that  Mississippi  the  air, 
Baptist  are  praying  for  them."  spectiv< 

Over  a  breakfast  of  eggs,  bacon,  biscuits,  these  1< 
and  fresh  fruit,  legislators  heard  from  bringin 
Futral,  Porter,  ana  Mississippi  Baptist  The 
Convention  President  Gene  Henderson,  attends 


•  TOGFTHg*  PORTRAYER  —  Jim'  fW  (right!,  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi 

Baptist  Convention  Board  in  Jack»n,  talks  with  State  Rep.  Brian  Aldridge  (center),  a  member  of 
West  Heights  Church  in  Pontotoc,  and  State  Auditor  Phil  Bryant,  a  member  of  St  Mark's  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Brandon,  during  the  annual  Legislative  Prayer  Breakfast  on  January  8  at  the 
Baptist  Building  in  jackson.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.)  _ 

•  "This  is  a  great  opportunity  for  new  leg-  Brandon,  and  State  Auditor  Phil  Bryant,  * 
islators  to  get  acquainted  witn  Mississippi  a  member  of  St.  Mark's  United  Methodist 
Baptists  —  and  there  are  a  lot  of  new  legis-  Church  in  Brandon. 

lators  in  this  session,"  said  Porter  of  the  To  contact  legislators  while  in  session, 
first  legislative  session  since  statewide  write  to  P.O.  Box  1018,  lackson,  MS  39215- 

1018.  Telephone:  Legislature  Switchboard 
(601)  35^-3770.  For  individual  e-mail 
addresses,  go  to  www.ls.state.ms.us. 

For  more  information  on  the  programs  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 


pastor  of  First  Church,  Brandon. 
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Dear  Legislator 


written  summary  of  your  „  “ _ — - 

important  points.  *  IT  £  &OCJP '  IO  FEE L 

It's  fair  to  ask  the  legisla-  AGAIN.*  . 

tor  for  his/her  position  on  A 

the  bills  in  which  you  are  , 

1.  Don't  take  it 

i.  Rather"  than 
argue,  discuss  differences 

ilex  set  of  checks  and  balances  both  in  a  pleasant  manner.  n  - ”gg*3 

inside  the  legislative  process  and  in  the  •  If  a  personal  visit  is  not  iTllHllllllir  "GT  THF  ”  TT  " 
broader  branches  of  state  government  possible,  write  your  legisla-  -w  u  ■  ■  U  | — /  -  UJ  - 

have  a  tendency  to  winnow  the  hundreds  tor.  Writing  can  save  a Tegis-  Q  0  II  1  u  I  I  Jil 

and  hundreds  of  bills  that  are  filed  and  lator's  time  (a  plus  in  your  r<4,  I  /  I  £1 

■  pre-filed  for  each  session.  favor)  and  provides  a  record  ^VRiUALL  aJHLl 

Legislators  have  to  absorb  their  of  your  position  on  pro-  -  ‘  *  **  * ■ 

share  of  criticism,  cynicism,  and  cari-  posed  legislation.  Include  JL„ 

cature  during  their  time  under  the  your  full  name,  address,  and  >T  ■  ’y>«— ~ 

of  the  New  Capitol  in  telephone  number.  The  ^  A 

ackson.  Some  of  the  address  for  legislators  while  '*],  —  . 

'ered  on  them  is  likely  in  session  is  P.O.  Box  1018,  '  . " 

some  of  them,  anyway),  Jackson,  MS  39215-1018.  - 

>unt  is  not  deserved.  Individual  e-mail  addres- 

after  all,  our  fellow  ses  can  be  accessed  at 
is.  For  every  citizen  www.ls.state.ms.us 
find  their  way  to  either  •  Do  your  research. 
le  Capitol  but  feels  free  Know  the  bills  about  which 

slam  legislators,  there  you  are  writing,  and  include 
few  of  us  who  realize  any  specific  information 
islators  are  well-mean-  you  have  such  as  the  bill 
ho  must  put  aside  their  number  and  details.  Bill  sta- 

nesses,  and  community  tus  can  be  attained  by  calling  (601)  359-3719  appropriate  con 
)ne-quarter  of  each  year  while  the  legislature  is  .in  session,  or  by  tact  him  as  soo 
or  the  session.  going  to  www.ls.state.ms.us.  opportunity  to  t< 

sacrifice,  so  it  would  •  Telephone  calls  do  not  substitute  for  ly  and  be  prepai 
sionally  tell  them  how  personal  visits  and  letters.  When  tele-  legislators  may  1 
i  the  effort  even  as  we  phoning  legislators,  however,  make  effi-  The  CAC,  a 
iout  what  we  perceive  cient  use  or  your  time  with  them.  Identify  Mississippi  Cot 
>t  doing.  yourself  and  the  bills  you  are  for  or  against  ready  to  assist 

laptist  Christian  Action  (again,  one  or  two  main  issues  is  a  good  want  to  get  inv< 
has  some  helpful  hints  limit).  Explain  your  reasoning  and  let  them  of  self-governai 
intact  with  legislators,  know  how  you  want  them  to  vote.  and  nation.  Th 

cross  without  dooming  The  telephone  number  for  legislators  Box  530,  Ja< 
and  how  to  follow  up  while  they  are  in  session  is  (601)  359-3770.  Telephone:  (601 
nportant  measures:  Just  as  with  personal  visits  and  letters,  end  side  Jackson  (81 

nmunicating  is  done  the  conversation  by  expressing  your  (601)292-3350.: 
in  appointment  and  be  thanks  for  their  time.  Take  the  tim 

itline  of  the  one  or  two  •  Citizens  can  request  to  testify  before  just  be  content 

int  to  discuss.  Be  brief,  committees  about  bills  they  strongly  sup-  of  the  legisla  I 
:  solutions,  and  leave  a  port  or  oppose.  Find  out  tne  name  of  tne  really  our  only 


The  2004  session  of  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  is  revving  up  to  full- 
speed,  as  proposed  legislation  moves 
to  committees  and  will  soon  be  coming  up 
on  a  series  of  deadlines. 

As  anyone  knows  who  even  casually  interested 
tracks  the  annual  three-month  sessions  of  personally  if  the  legislator 
the  Legislature,  many  bills  are  introduced  disagrees.  Rather  U._. 
but  relatively  few  make  it  into  law.  The 
compl - - 
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•  Counsel  with  compassion 
and  forgiveness  to  unwed 
mothers  and  encourage  them 
to  place  their  child  in  a  loving 
home  through  adoption. 

"Adoption,  not  abortion," 
has  become  more  than  just 
another  slogan  to  me.  I  poten¬ 
tially  could  be  one  who  abor¬ 
tion  affects  firsthand.  Many 
families  desire  to  adopt  chif- 


June  2001,  my  husband 
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Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
James  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
At  Green  Jr.,  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


By  Leah  Cox,  member 
Pinelake  Church,  Brandon 


great  journey  that  our  Lord  had 
planned  for  us,  and  we  never 
imagined  that  two-and-one-half 
years  of  infertility  would  have 
ever  been  part  of  God's  plan. 

Througn  this  journey,  God  Bible  supports  the  theme  of  the  Health,  September 
has  opened  my  eyes  to  see  how  sacredness  of  God's  creation,  we  as  Christians  f 
precious  life  truly  is.  Watching  Some  ask,  "If  sacred,  when  does  efforts  in  teaching 
many  of  our  friends  experience  life  begin?"  God's  word  reveals  ness  of  the  unborn 
the  joy  of  childbirth  as  we  strug-  His  detailed  involvement  with  What  can  we  do? 
gle  to  conceive,  I  have  a  deeper  each  human  life  from  before 
understanding  of  God's  bless-  conception  and  onward.  The  •  Prav  that  v 
ing  of  children  and  His  perfect  psalmist  speaks  of  life  beginning  choose  life, 
work.  James  1:18  states,  "God  in  the  womb:  "For  you  created  •  Proclaim  G< 
decided  to  give  us  life.,  so  that  my  inmost  being;  you  knit  me  tance  of  all  the 
we  might  be  the  most  important  together  in  my  mother's  unborn  human  life 
of  all  things  He  made."  fNCV)  womb..,."  (Psalm  139:13-14,  •  Inform  our  y 

How  precious  is  our  Lord  to  NIV)  There  is  no  clearer  ins  true-  possible  conseq 
create  and  fashion  a  human  life  don  to  us  regarding  the  sanctity  promiscuous  sex. 
and  to  be  called  His  most  of  human  life  as  in  Exodus  20:13,  •  Volunteer  as  a 

important  work — but  how  self-  "Thou  shalt  not  kill."  a  crisis  pregnancy 

,  .  »  .  «  ,  .  <  t  *  * _  _  j  i I  .  •  j  . | .  _  Ty T—  _»1 
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Lottie  interest,  giving  on  rise  across  country 


because  support  from 
Southern  Baptist  churches 
had  not  grown  as  rapidly  as 
the  number  of  churcn  mem¬ 
bers  coming  forward  for 
overseas  service.  IMB 
President  Jerry  Rankin  chal¬ 
lenged  Southern  Baptists  to 
respond  by  increasing  their 
LMCO  goals  by  33  percent. 

It  appears  that  many 
churches  thought  even  a  33% 
increase  wasnvt  enough.  For 
example,  First  Church  of 
Grayson,  Ky.,  a  congregation 
with  about  200  in  Sunday 
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That  all  peoples 
may  know  Him 

Follow  God's  Purpose 


Howe,  himself  a  former 
North  America  Mission  Board 
tor  Andrew  Hines  challenged  missionary,  pointed  out  that  the 
the  congregation  to  raise  it  congregation  was  taking  in 
another  $4,000  and  reach  for  a  about  $1,000  a  month  above  its 
challenge  goal  of  $10,000.  budgeted  needs.  He  asked  the 

A  young  couple  from  the  church  to  apply  those  extra 
churcn,  Kerry  and  Neltia  funds  to  expenses  during 
Henderson,  had  just  complet-  December  and  use  that  month  s 
ed  the  "40  Days  and  40  offerings  to  increase  their  contri- 
Nights"  missionary  field  train-  bution  to  LMCO.  Both  die  dea- 
ing  in  East  Africa's  bush  coun-  cons  and  the  congregation 
try.  Church  members  were  agreed  to  the  proposal  without 
excited  when  they  received  a  discussion  or  debate, 
letter  from  their  new  mission-  "We're  excited  because  we 
aries  that  asked  everyone  try  can  see  where  the  Lord  could 
to  give  $100  more  to  the  offer-  use  us  to  give  over  $20,000  — 
ing  than  they  gave  last  year.  we  could  double  what  we  gave 
As  of  mid-December,  the  last  year,"  Howe  said.  "That 
church  had  raised  $12,000  and  has  created  a  real  air  of  excite- 
was  expecting  to  receive  more  ment  for  us." 
before  the  ena  of  the  month.  New  Hope  Church  in  Rock 

In  Wyoming,  Wright  Hill,  S.C.,  has  always  been  gen- 
Church,  a  congregation  of  80  erous  in  its  support  of  the 
people,  accepted  a  challenge  Christmas  offering.  Last  year, 
goaf  of  $5,000  for  their  offering  the  church,  with  about  ldO  in 
—  an"  amount  several  times  Supday  School  and  150  in  wor- 
more  than  they  had  ever  given,  ship,  surpassed  their  $2,500 

Lottie  Moon  goal  by  20%. 

A  This  year,  however,  interim 
|  pastor  Bob  Freeland  —  a 
1  retired  pastor  who  has  led  vol- 
-:o  -ecc-v:  unteer  teams  to  Brazil  for  sev- 

awnaiTy  abused  on  §  eral  years  —  challenged  the 

.».*  MiiAn  Board  (tMB)  hn  e n.  J  church's  Woman's  Missionary 

I  Union  to  set  a  visionary  goal.  A 
■ipdt.  Tb#  iel-llW1  nuinibei  'MM  goal  of  $10,000  was  announced, 
t*  1  and  by  Dec.  7  church  members 

ktJMSftmtnemoexs  who  <  *•:  3  had  given  $11,461. 
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NOBTS  to 
offer  classes 
in  Quitman 

The  Quitman  Certificate 
Center  in  Quitman,  an  adjunct 
of  New  Orleans  Seminary,  will 
be  offering  four  classes  this 
spring  in  two  separate  associ¬ 
ate-level  Churcn  Leadership 
Certificate  Programs. 

Classes  offered  in  the 
Pastoral  Ministry  Certificate 
Program  will  be  Baptist 
Doctrine,  and  Introduction  to 
New  Testament  Survey.  Gasses 
offered  in  the  Biblical  Teaching 
Certificate  Program  will  be 
Introduction  to  New  Testament 
Study:  Early  Church,  and 
Introduction  to  Old  Testament 
Study:  The  Disciples. 

Registration  lor  the  classes, 
which  are  open  to  both  pas¬ 
tors  and  laypersons,  will  foe  on 
January  20  at  6:30  p.m.  at  the 
Clarke  County  Baptist  Center 
located  at  100  N.  Jackson 
Avenue  in  Quitman.  For  more 
information,  contact  Quitman 
Certificate  Center  Director  Jim 
Smith  at  (601)  776-6050  days 
or  (601 )  776-5966  evenings. 


Crews  from  the  Mississippi  Baptist's  Disaster  Relief  Team  are  on 
standby  to  assist  in  the  aftermath  of  the  Southern  California  earth¬ 
quake  that  occurred  in  the  early  hours  of  January  17,  Paul  Harrell, 
Brotherhood  director,  said  several  crews  may  go  to  prepare  meals. 


Despite  strong  objections  from  most  religious  quarters,  the  U.S. 
establishes  full  diplomatic  relations  with  the  Vatican  on  January  10. 
James  T.  Draper,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Euless,  Tex.,  and  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  expresses  extreme  disappointment. 


Sunny  Hill  Mission,  located  a  few  miles  west  of  McComb  and 
erating  as  an  arm  of  the  Tangipahoa  Church,  is  organized  into  a 
ptist  cnurch  under  the  name  of  Sunny  Hill  Church.  The  member- 
ip  numbers  around  80  with  an  annual  budget  of  $4,793. 
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Zogby:  Presidential  race  Very  contentious' 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  A  deep 
divide  exists  between  states  George 
Bush  carried  in  the  2000  election  and 
those  A1  Gore  carried,  according  to  an 
O'Leary  Report/Zogby  International 
poll  released  on  January  6. 
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tral,  13%  unfriendly),"  the  Pew  news 
release  continued.  "By  comparison, 
African  Americans  are  nearly  twice  as 
likely  to  say  that  the  Democratic  Party  is 
friendly  toward  religion  as  to  say  that 
about  tne  Republicans  (53%  vs.  27%)."  * 
The  Zogby  poll  was 
commissioned  by  the 
O'Leary  report  pub¬ 
lished  oy  political  ana¬ 
lyst  Bradley  S.  O'Leary. 
Zogby  International, 
basea  in  Utica,  N.Y.,  sur¬ 
veyed  1,200  likely  vot¬ 
ers  from  Dec.  15-19  on 
various  issues,  includ¬ 
ing  abortion,  same-sex 
"marriage,"  religion,  tax 
cuts.  Social  Security 
reform  and  gun  rights. 


adelphia,  talks  with  David 
at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
'  |,  during  the  annual  Legislative 
in  Jackson.  This  year's  breakfast  enjoyed  the  H 
William  H.  11 
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Directions  to 
Evangelism 
Conference 


Driving  directions  to  the 
2004  Mississippi  Baptist 
Evangelism  Conference  were 
inadvertently  omitted  from 
promotional  material. 

Directions  to  the  conference, 
to  be  held  January  26-27  at 
Country  Woods  Church, 
Byram,  are  as  follows: 

From  the  South 

From  south  of  1-20  take  1-55 
North,  Byram  Exit.  Take  a  left 
on  to  Siwell  Road.  Drive 
approximately  three  miles. 
Country  Woods  Church  is 
located  at  6737  Siwell  Road. 

From  the  North 

From  North  of  1-20  take  I- 
55  South,  Byram  Exit.  Tak«»  a 
right  on  to  Siwell  Road.  Drive 
approximately  three  miles. 
Country  Woods  Church  is 
located  at  6737  Siwell  Road. 


The  2004  president  race  promises  to  be 
"very  contentious,"  a  Zogby  news  release 
noted,  adding  that  "George  W.  Bush  and  his 
Democratic  cnallenger  wul  be  campaigning 
in  two  different,  yet  parallel  universes." 

The  poll  used  a  color-coded  methodolo¬ 
gy  identifying  states  that  Bush  carried  as 
^Red  States"  and  those  Gore  carried  as 
"Blue  States." 

On  religion,  for  example,  the  Zogby 
news  released  reported: 

"Fifty-seven  percent  of  Red  State  vot¬ 
ers  are  Protestants,  23%  are  Catholic,  and 
one  percent  are  Jewish.  In  Blue  America, 
the  religious  demographics  are  vastly 
different:  Protestant,  37%;  Catholic,  33%; 
Jewish  just  four  percent. 

"When  respondents  were  asked  how  they 
practiced  their  faith,  just  over  half  (51%)  of 
Red  State  voters  saia  that  they  attend  their 
local  church,  synagogue,  or  mosque  either 
once  a  week  or  more  often,  while  a  near¬ 
majority  (46%)  of  those  residing  in  the  Blue 
States  said  they  attend  religious  services  only 
on  holidays,  rarely,  or  never." 

Meanwhile,  a  poll  by  the  Pew  Forum  on 
Religion  and  Public  Life,  also  released  Jan. 
6,  noted  a  divide  in  how  the  two  political 
parties  are  viewed. 

"The  Republican  Party  is  more  widely 
viewed  as  Deing  friendly  toward  religion 
than  the  Democrats,  and  the  margin  is 
much  wider  among  whites,"  a  Pew  news 
release  carried  over  U.S.  Newswire  report¬ 
ed.  "By  more  than  two  to  one,  white  respon¬ 
dents  view  the  Republican  Party  as  friendly 
toward  religion  rather  than  neutral  (58%  vs. 
26%),  while  just  seven  percent  think  the 
GOP  is  unfriendly  toward  religion. 

"Whites  are  divided  in  tneir  percep¬ 
tions  of  the  Democratic  Party's  attitudes 
toward  religion  (41%  friendly,  37%  neu- 


The  Clinton  divide 
The  poll  found  that\ 
voter  opinions  f'on  the,' 
political,  economic,  arra 
social  values  espoused 
by  former  president  Bill 
Clinton  and  his  wife. 
Senator  Hillary  Clinton 
further  underscore  the 
divisions  between  Red 
and  Blue  States.  A  solid 
majority  of  Red  State 
voters  reject  the 

Clinton's  values  (56%) 
while  34%  agree.  Blue 
State  voters  are  split 
with  45%  responding 
favorable  to  the 

Clinton's  values  and 
47%  disagreeing." 

On  the  issue  of  civil 
unions  and  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  marriage,  the 
Zogby  news  release 
reported: 

"Seventy  percent  of  Red  State  voters  side 
with  the  proposition  that  marriage  should 
be  confined  to  a  man  and  a  woman.  Only 
25%  support  the  idea  of  civil  unions. 
Conversely,  Blue  State  voters  are  much  more 
divided,  with  42%  supporting  civil  unions, 
while  55%  support  marriage  restrictions." 


:  enjoyed  t 
Perkins  Jr  ) 


Demographic  Trends 
"Nearly  two-thirds  (64%)  of  those  living 
in  the  Rea  States  are  married  as  opposed  to 
56%  in  the  Blue  States.  Meanwhile,  one  in 
ten  (10%)  voters  in  the  Red  States  are  sin¬ 
gle;  in  the  Blue  States,  one  in  five  (20%)." 

Describing  the  Red-Blue  states,  the 
Zogby  news  release  noted: 

”In  general  terms,  Gore  won  the  Pacific 
Coast  states.  New  Mexico,  the  Great  Lakes 
States,  and  all  of  the  Northeast  except  New 
Hampshire.  Bush  won  every  other  state." 

The  Zogby  poll  also  reflected  significant 
splits  on  such  issues  as  the  legitimacy  of 
Bush's  election  in  2000;  voters'  political 
party  preferences  and  self-perceptions 
such  as  "progressive"  or  "conservative"; 
and  gun  ownership.  Also  included  in  the 
survey  were  age,  ethnicity,  educational 
level  and  union  membership. 

Zogby's  Conclusions 
John  Zogby,  president  and  CEO  of 
Zogby  International,  said  in  an  Internet 
chat  hosted  by  The  Washington  Post,  "I 
think  that  any  Democrat  starts  the  cam¬ 
paign  with  45%  of  the  vote.  It  is  sort  of  like 
the  SAT  exams  where  you  get  200  just  for 
showing  up  on  Saturday  morning.  Now 
obviously  there  will  be  a  campaign  and 
things  that  cannot  be  foreseen  : —  issues  of 
temperament,  events  not  previously  fore¬ 
seen  —  but  I  think  this  is  a  50/50  president 
in  a  50/50  nation." 


to 


and 


dieting  the  end  of  the  world  if  the  other 
side  won.  We  are  extremely  and  intensely 

Eiolarized.  ...There  is  a  cultural  and  ideo- 
ogical  divide.  There  is  a  split  on  church 
attendance  where  the  Rea  States  differ 
from  the  Blue  States  [and  on]  gun  owner¬ 
ship,  with  the  Red  States  different  from  the 
Blue  States,  etc.  What  I  don't  see  is  a 
Ronald  Reagan,  a  Jack  Kennedy  an  FDR  or 
even  a  Bill  Clinton  who  attempts  to  build 
bridges.  I  think  it  [is]  troubling." 

"The  poll  is  an  attempt  to  get  at  the  core 
of  this  division"  between  the  key  group¬ 
ings,  Zogby  told  The  Times.  "We  see  sig¬ 
nificant  demographic  and  ideological  dif¬ 
ferences  between...  Blue  and  Red  states." 
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Prayer  Priority 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Graham  has 
surgery  after 
hotel  fall 

JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (ABP) 
—  Evangelist  Billy  Graham  is 
recovering  in  a  Jacksonville 
hospital  after  partial  hip- 
replacement  surgery  on  Jan. 
6,  according  to  a  story  in  the 
Florida  Times-Union. 

.  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
Association  spokesman  Larry 
Ross  said  Graham,  85,  fell 
during  the  night  in  a  hotel 
room  on  the  grounds  of 
Jacksonville's  Mayo  Clinic, 
where  he  was  receiving  a 
routine  check-up. 

When  he  could  not  get  out 
of  bed  the  next  morning, 
Graham  was  taken  to  St. 
Luke's  Hospital.  There,  doc¬ 


tors  determined  he  had  bro¬ 
ken  his  left  hip.  The  evangelist 
underwent  an  operation  later 
that  day  and  is  expected  to 
make  a  full  recovery. 

According  to  Ross, 
Graham  still  plans  to 
announce  his  2004  schedule 
of  crusades  this  month.  "He 
will  have  sufficient  time  for 
healing  and  therapy  to  main¬ 
tain  his  ministry  as  planned," 
said  Ross.  "He  has  said  he 


Billy  Graham  planning  Kansas  City  crusade 


receive  treatment 
Parkinson's  disease. 


The  idea  for  a  Kansas  City  There  will  be  major 
crusade  began  16  months  ago  Southern  Baptist  and 
with  a  phone  call  to  Turner  Missouri  Baptist  Convention 
from  Dal  Shealy,  president  of  participation  as  crusade 
the  Kansas  City-based  preparations  take  shape.  * 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Rich  Hastings,  president  and 
Athletes.  Shealy,  a  deacon  at  the  chief  executive  officer  of  St. 
7,000-member  First  Baptist  Luke's  Hospital  in  Kansas  City 
Church  in  Raytown,  Mo.,  joined  and  a  member  of  First  Church, 
with  his  pastor,  Paul  Brooks,  to  Raytown,  is  serving  as  crusade 
rally  church  and  community  chairman  while  Charles 
support  for  the  crusade.  The  Briscoe,  former  pastor  of  Paseo 
two  Southern  Baptists  hosted  a  Church  in  Kansas  City,  is  serv- 
series  of  exploratory  meetings  ing  as  co-chairman, 
that  grew  from  24  attendees  to  Mike  Whitehead,  a  Kansas 
300.  Those  meetings  led  orga-  City  attorney  and  former 
nizers  to  write  Graham  to  see  chairman  of  deacons  at  First 
whether  he  would  come.  Church,  Raytown,  is  serving 

The  acceptance  letter  by  as  legal  counsel  for  the  cru- 
Graham  read  at  the  Jan.  8  new  sade  as  well, 
conference  made  it  clear  that  "Paul  Brooks  and  I  were 
Graham  would  follow  up  his  praying  in  Israel,  and  I 
1967  and  1978  crusades  with  prayed  at  the  [Wailing]  Wall, 
yet  another  in  2004.  Lord  if  you  want  me  to  do 

"The  consensus  [among  the  something,  just  tell  me,"'  said 
early  organizers]  was  we  need  a  Hastings,  who  served  as  a 
revival  in  the  heart  of  America,"  counselor  at  Graham's  1978 
Shealy  said.  "We  need  to  reach  crusade.  "I  came  back  to 
out  from  the  heart  of  America  Kansas  City,  I  missed  a  meet- 
across  America  and  impact  the  ing,  and  the  next  thing  I  know 
world  for  Jesus  Christ.  I'm  chairman." 


ment  Jan.  6  at  a  hospital  in 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  would  not 
deter  him  from  his  415th  cru¬ 
sade.  (See  item  at  right) 

"Mr.  Graham  is  doing  won¬ 
derfully  well,"  Barrows  said. 
"The  hospital  expects  a  com¬ 
plete  recovery.  He'll  plan  to  be 
here  as  scheduled,  and  we're 
praising  God  for  that." 

Larry  Turner,  vice  president 
of  crusades  for  the  BCJEA,  read 
an  acceptance  letter  from 
Graham  that  expressed  how 
deeply  the  renowned  evangelist 
wants  to  return  to  Kansas  City. 

"I  never  expected  to  still  be 
preaching  at  the  age  of  85,  and 
yet  my  call  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  is  as  strong  as  ever," 
Granam  wrote.  "For  the  past 
two  years,  the  Lord  has  given 
me  a  burden  for  Kansas  City, 
and  the  heart  of  America.  ... 
Therefore,  health  permitting,  I 
will  be  glad  to  come  to  Kansas 
City.  My  associates  and  I  are 
honored  to  join  hands  with  you 
in  proclaiming  the  Good  News, 

f>raying  that  many  will  accept 
esus  as  their  Lora  and  Savior." 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  — 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham  will 
conduct  a  crusade  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  June  17-20  at 
Arrowhead  Stadium,  officials 
with  the  Billy  Graham 
Evangelistic  Association 

announced  Jan.  8  during  a  news 
conference  at  the  Arrowhead 
Pavilion  adjacent  to  the  80,00G- 
seat  open-air  facility. 

Billed  as  The  Heart  of 
America  Billy  Graham 
Crusade,  it  will  mark  the  third 
time  Graham  has  conducted 
such  an  event  in  Kansas  City, 
the  last  being  in  1978 

Graham  and  the  BGEA 
team  are  coming  "in  fear  and 
trembling  and  in  weakness, 
but  with  great  joy  and  depen¬ 
dence  upon  the  Holy  Sprit," 
said  Cliff  Barrows,  Graham's 
longtime  associate  and  song 
leader  who  spoke  at  the  news 
conference  attended  by  sever¬ 
al  hundred  media,  area  pas¬ 
tors  and  lay  leaders. 

Barrows  said  Graham's  bro¬ 
ken  left  hip,  which  required 
surgery  ana  a  partial  replace- 


The  Baptist  Record 


January  15,  2004 


GAs  of  Highland,  Natchez  ere  Sara  Enlow 


The  Children's  Choir  of  Goss  Church, 
Columbia,  presented  die  Christmas  musical. 
The  First  Lean,  December  14.  Pictured  are 
the  choir  members. 

The  GAs  of  Highland  Church, 
Natchez,  made  a  map  of  Mississippi 
with  the  counties  to  be  colored  in  as 
they  reached  the  church  goal  of  $750  for 
the  Margaret  Lackey  Mission  Offering. 
The  total  offering  exceeded  $900. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Amber  Taylor, 
Mindy  McCall,  Alesha  Wells,  Cammi 
Dunn,  and  Beth  Floyd,  v 

The  Acteens  of  ML  Zion  Church, 
Columbus,  offered  used  Christian  books 
to  members  of  die  church  for  a  donation 
to  raise  money  for  the  Lottie  Moon 
Offering.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Kade 
Hawkins,  Niccole  Silas,  Kimberly  Hollis, 
Emily  Sullivan,  Morgan  Porter,  and  lead¬ 
ers  Sara  Enlow  and  Beverly  Sullivan. 


A  Christmas  lunch  was  riven  for  the 
senior  members  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Carthage.  Pictured  (from  left,  standing)  are 
Verla  Callahan,  Nell  Sims,  Malcolm  Grafton, 
Faye  Van  Wye,  Doris  Scott,  (seated)  Bonnie 
Jean  McBeth,  Myrtle  Parkman,  Katie  Lou 
Crane,  Margaret  Ramsey,  Daisy  Bone,  and 
Colin  McBeth.  I 


William  Carey 
College  on  the  Coast 
student,  Jeanine 
Phifer  Howell,  is  one 
of  50  artists  selected 
to  receive  the  2004 
Sidney  Myer  Fund 
International  Ceramic 
Award  and  to  have 
her  work  exhibited  in 
Victoria,  Australia,  in 
March  2004.  Howell,  a 
senior  art  major  from 
Gulfport,  is  working 


on  her  bachelor  of  fine  arts  degree  in  art 
with  an  emphasis  in  ceramics.  Howell 
recently  received  an  honorable  mention,  a 
first  place,  and  a  best  in  show  for  her 
ceramic  works  at  the  Sarah  Gillespie 
Gallery  located  at  WCC,  Gulfport. 


Children's  Choir  of  Goss  Church,  Columbia 


Senior's  Luncheon  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Carthage 


Acteens  of  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Columbus 


Presents 

The  12th  Annual  William  E.  Conger,  Jr. 
Lectures  on  Biblical  Preaching 
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Patrick  Alexander  was  Alexander  is  a  graduate  of 
recently  ordained  to  the  min-  Mississippi  State  University 
istry  by  Carriage  Hills  and  Southwestern  Seminary. 
Church,  Southaven.  He  currently  serves  as 


Stringer,  Thomas,  Clark,  and  Magee 


. 


Alexander,  James  Lewis,  pastor;  and  Martha  Jane  Alexander 


Bilbo,  pastor;  TVaci,  Logan,  Sawyer,  and  Ruben  McDowell 


Minister  of  Students  at  Buffalo 
Trail  Church,  Morristown, 
Tenn.  Pictured  (front  left)  are 
Alexander,  James  Liwis,  pastor 
of  Carriage  Hills,  and 
Alexander's  wife,  Martha  Jane. 

New  Hope  Church, 
Foxworth,  recently  recog¬ 
nized  those  with  perfect 
attendance  in  Sunday  School. 
Pictured  (from  left)  with  con¬ 
secutive  years  of  perfect 
attendance  are  B.B.  Stringer, 
48  years;  Jimmy  Thomas,  34 
years;  Chase  Clark,  7  years; 
and  Sherrill  Magee,  22  years. 

Calvary  Church, 

Columbia,  honored  Reuben 
McDowell,  on  October  12  for 
ten  years  as  minister  of 
mu9ic.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Trent  Bilbo,  pastor,  and  Traci, 
Logan,  Sawyer,  and  Reuben 
McDowell. 

Squire  Parsons,  Leicester, 
N.C.,  will  be  in  concert  at 
Antioch  Church,  Neshoba, 
on  January  25  at  10:45  a.m.  A 
love  offering  will  be  taken. 
For  more  information,  call 
(601)  986-8771. 

Greater  Vision  will  be  at 
Copiah-Lincoln  Community 
College,  Rea  Auditorium,  in 
Wesson  January  23  at  7  p.m. 
Tickets  are  $12  in  advance  and 
$15  at  the  door.  This  event  is 
sponsored  by  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Brookhaven.  For 
more  information,  call  (601) 
833-8018  or  (601)  835-1589. 
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Finally  Affordable  Medicare  Supplement  &  Health  Insurance... 

Call  Toll  Free  Today  for  a  Free  Quote  by  Phone! 


•  Medicare  Supplement  Ages  65  &  Over 

New  Plans  Available  including  Prescription 
Card...  New  Plan  saving  many  Mississippi 
Seniors  Hundreds  per  year! 


Lewis  A.  Drummond,  77, 
denominational  statesman  and 
former  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  in 
Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  died  of  a 
heart  attack  January  4  in 
Asheville,  N.C.,  as  a  complica¬ 
tion  from  treatment  for  cancer. 

Prior  to  his  1988-92 
Southeastern  presidency, 
Drummond  was  the  Billy 
Graham  Professor  of 
Evangelism  at  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
from  1973-88,  and  director  of 
the  Billy  Graham  Center  there. 
He  taught  in  Spurgeon's 
Theological  College  in 
London  from  1968-73.  He  was 
pastor  of  Ninth  and  O  Church 
in  Louisville  from  1964-68 
and,  earlier,  of  churches  in 
Alabama  and  Texas.  His  wife 
Betty  survives  him. 

Gospel  music  veteran  Jake 
Hess,  76,  died  on  Jan.  4,  at  East 
Alabama  Medical  Center  in 
Opelika,  Ala.  The  youngest  of 
12  children,  Hess  was  bom  in 
Mt.  Pisgah,  Ala.,  on  Christmas 
Eve  1927.  According  to  the 
jakehess.com  website,  ne  began 
singing  with  his  family  at  the 
age  otnve  and  left  home  at  16 
to  join  the  John  Daniel  Quartet. 

In  1948,  the  late  Hovie 
Lister  selected  Hess  as  the 
lead  singer  for  his  newly 
formed  Statesmen  Quartet. 
Hess  solidified  his  place  in 
gospel  music  in  the  1960s 
when  he  formed  the 
Imperials.  The  group's  use  of 
drums  and  electric  guitar  and 
‘their  pop  sound  paved  the 
way  for  modem  contempo¬ 
rary  Christian  music.  In  later 
years,  according  to 
singingnews.com,  Hess 
joined  the  Masters  V  quartet. 
According  to 

singingnews.com,  Hess  was 
preceded  in  death  by  his  wife 
Joyce  in  2000  and  is  survived 
by  three  children,  10  grand¬ 
children,  and  one  great¬ 
grandchild. 

Van  Thi  Dao  "Mary"  Pham, 
50,  a  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
ary  to  the  Philippines,  died 
Dec.  27  in  Birmingham,  Ala., 
after  a  battle  with  cancer. 

Pham,  a  native  of  Vietnam, 
earned  a  certificate  in 


preschool  education  from 
Vietnam  Seminary  in  Saigon. 
She  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1975  and  earned  the 
associate  of  arts  degree  from 
Portland  Community  College 
in  Oregon.  She  married  Long 
Pham  m  1980. 

Pham  is  survived  by  her 
husband;  two  sons,  Benjamin 
Pham  and  David  Pham;  and 
one  daughter,  Kristine  Pham, 
all  of  Birmingham. 

Albert  McClellan,  91,  one  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  key  staff  members 
for  more  than  30  years,  died  on 
the  morning  of  Jan.  9  in 
Nashville  after  a  lengthy  illness. 

When  he  retired  from  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee  on 
Dec.  31,  1980,  McClellan  held 
the  position  of  associate  exec¬ 
utive  secretary  and  director  of 

Srogram  planning.  He  joined 
\e  Executive  Committee  staff 
in  1949,  serving  10  years  as 
director  of  publications, 
which  included  responsibility 
for  Baptist  Press,  the  conven¬ 
tion's  news  service.  He 
assumed  his  program  plan¬ 
ning  assignment  in  1959. 

McClellan  had  a  hand  in 
the  formation  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  that  drafted  the  SBC's 
1963  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  statement  of  beliefs 
and  he  was  one  of  the  20-plus 
members  of  the  SBC  Peace 
Committee  during  the  mid- 
1980s.  He  authored  14  books 
and  hundreds  of  articles  for 
denominational  publications. 

McClellan  is  survived  by 
two  sons,  Alan  of  Nashville 
and  Renick  of  Chicago;  and 
four  grandchildren.  He  was 
preceded  in  death  by  his  wife 
Mabel  in  2000. 
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15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


•  Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  Age  65...  New  Low  Rates... 

Prescription  Card 

•  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Finally  Affordable  Health  Insurance  designed  for  people  ages  0  -  62... 

Call  today  for  free  information! 

Agents  needed:  For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including  limitations  and 
exclusions  call  today.  Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 
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LifeWay  hai  the  solution— a  15-passenger 
mini-bus  that  meets  Federal  safety  standards. 
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On  December  5,  Antioch  Pearson,  Albert  Glass,  and  Cobb,  extension  director,  Louie 

Church,  Louisville,  donated  Curtis  Griffin.  Williams,  Sue  Massey,  Jesse 

their  van  to  missionaries  Nina  .  Massey,  Dorinda  Luther,  Freddy 

and  Wayne  Fleming  for  their  New  Life  Church,  McLain,  Williams,  and  Parish  Hartley, 
mission  in  Allende,  Mexico,  licensed  Neal .  Fairley  to  the  extension  instructor.  The  semi- 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Gale  ministry  on  January  4.  Pictured  nary  extension  offers  two  night 

Pearson,  the  Flemings,  Jack  (from  left)  are  Jerry  Rawls,  pas-  classes  per  semester.  For  more 

- - -ijuTi. tor,  and  Fairley.  information,  call  (662)  438-7546. 

New  Hope  Church,  First,  Picayune:  Centennial 

-  Foxworth,  welcomes  Timothy  Celebration  March  20-21; 

Parker  as  pastor.  Pictured  RSVP  to  the  Centennial 

"  i.  H  (from  left)  are  Parker,  youth  Committee,  First  Church,  P.  O. 

W  aH  minister  Lars  Stensland  III,  and  Box  477,  39466,  or  email 

NBfe*  r  minister  of  music  John  Bell.  fbcpic@fbcpic.org. 

The  Tishomingo  Baptist  Leflore,  Holcomb:  Revival 

Association  ga-.  e  a  special  recog-  Jan.  25-28;  Sunday^  1 1  a.m.  and  n 

n‘tion  in  December  to  six  stu-  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  n.m.;  Harold 

dents  completing  six  I  >anle\  ev  angelist  Wilton  \o.il. 

through  the  Semina r\  Rax  Mattox,  Pianist 

' Fxtensiyjv  Nashville,  Ienn.  call  (dm2) 


Bruce  Jolly,  AMD  for 
Covington-Jefrerson  Davis, 
presented  a  plaque  for  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  faithful  service  to 
Nancy  Parish  (pictured),  min¬ 
istry  assistant,  at  the  annual 
fall  association  meeting. 


Z  Jesus  Christ 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  follow-  - 
ing  prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 


Timothy  Parker,  Lars  Stensland  III,  and  John  Bell 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for 
my  sins  and  freedom 
from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died 
and  rose  from  the  grave 
to  forgive  my  sins 
and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 
(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite 
Jesus  Christ  into  my 
life.  From  this  time  on, 

I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship 
with  Him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received 
him,  to  them  he  nave  the 
right  to  become  children 
erf  God,  even  to  those 
who  helie\’e  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


G.  Pearson,  the  Flemings,  J.  Pearson,  A.  Glass,  and  C.  Griffin 


Jerry  Rawls,  pastor  and  Neal  Fairley 


Nancy  Parish 


Classified  Ads 

RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  minimum  of  ten  words;  maximum  of  fifty  words. 

No  blind  ads.  ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS. 


LLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 

ante  for  the  self  employed.  Call  church  windows,  i^working  and  repair, 
568-3482.  ‘Underwritten  by  CojumlWInckson,  (877)  477-1 899. 

A  Life  &  Health  Insurance  TRAVEL  ENGLAND,  IRELAND, 

aany.  m/cOM B000S. _  Scotland  and  Wales  May  25-June  0, 

RIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  2004.  Call  Bill  and  Margarita 
old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church  Stanford  at  (601)  924-1593  for  a 
tins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infer  brochure  describing  1 1>  exciting 
in  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  ‘**iys  rich  in  history,  culture,  reli- 


Slone  Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930.  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  fret 
CUSTOM  SfAlNED  GLASS  WINDOWS  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained  Mr 
Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)605-2970. _ ME 

STAINED 


Cobb,  Williams,  S.  Massey,  J.  Massey,  Luther,  Williams  &  Hartley 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Large  Selection  of  Buses 
Ready  For  Delivery 
New  and  Used 


HEIDELBERG 


Southern  Baptist  church. 
Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  Searc  hing  for  experienced,  full-time,  stu- 
tllustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or  call  dent/recreation  pastor.  Send  resumes  to 

Crawford  Baptist  Church,  3000  Sun 
Valiev  Drive,  Mobile,  Al  )66lti. 


(800)  368-2705. 

WEDDING!!!  PRICED  PROFESSION  _ 

ALSf  TOO  EXPENSIVE?  Let  me  give  you  BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO.  Walk 
an  estimate.  Pat  Barnes  (601 )  856-71  56.  jn  smoke-free,  no  pets,  sleeps  six  Two  Ix-d 

^  room,  2  bath,  scenic  view.  Dinner  ticket! 
MAJOR  MEDICAL  INSURANCE:  Too  f((r  Jnm  birthddy.  Previous|y  th( 

expensive?  To  view  coverage  for  major  ,  ,  .  „  c  . 

illnesses  only  and/or  discounted  drugs.  *X‘ 

Pat  Barnes  (601)  856-7156,  Mutual  of  ^  .ack’son  M,SS 

Omaha.  Email:  barn U4J®f>ellsouth. net  $  SIDING,  JACKSON,  MISS 

FULL-TIME' YOUTH  PASTOR,  fBCVidalia  f  hrlf"f?1  ownfri,  home  improvements 
Send  resumes  to  100  Hickory  Street,  vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs,  pat.r 

Vidalij,  LA  71373.  Or  email  youthpas-  c°vers’  “recn/glass  rooms.  (601)  992 

, orOfbcvidalia.com.  ™92  or  (800)  453-2994.  Don  &  Kit. 

LIBRARIAN  WITH  MLS  DEGREE.  MS 

Baptist  Historical  Collection,  FF  S  AN 

Mississippi  College.  Details  on  MC  GIRLS  RANCHES,  INC.,  I*  currently  seek 

website:  http://www.mr  .edu/adminis-  3  mampd  <ouple  or  full-time-  hcx.sc 
tration/PER/jobs.html  or  contact  Mrs  P-'™*.  If  interested  call  ((rf,2)  327-7555  o 
Susan  Newman,  chair,  search  commit-  re*Vn*  to:  The  Mississippi  Sheriff1! 

tee  .601  925  3279.  _  ■*»  ■£  P°'  B<" 

AMERICA'S  FASTEST  GROWING  , 

Christian  long  distance  c  ompany.  FOR  SALE:  SOLID  OAK  PEWS  with  male  h 


Comfort 


Reliability 


January  15,  2004 


The  Baptist  Record 


|l\l\tl  I’OKIIK,  I  \l(  t 

ipoilcK"  mix 


is  sacred,  not  a  commodity  to  be  used  or  reduce  fatalities  of  U.S.  soldiers  involved 
discarded  as  we  see  fit.  Many  times  when  in  wars.  Give  sight  to  the  blind.  Soon, 
couples  use  in  vitro  fertilization,  extra  you  won’t  have  to  be  God  to  fulfill  this 
embryos  are  created.  The  number  of  wish  list.  But  you  may  not  be  human, 
embryos  should  be  limited,  and  the  ones  either.  Such  is  the  promise  and  peril  of 
that  are  not  used  should  be  made  available  nanotechnology.  First  defined  by  engi- 
for  adoption  through  organizations  like  neer  and  scientist  K.  Eric  Drexler  in  the 
www.snowflakes.oig.  80s  and  '90s,  nanotechnology  uses  tools 

Stem-cell  research  has  the  potential  to  that  operate  on  the  'nano'  scale.  A 
dures,  Brenda  Pratt  Shafer,  said  provide  cures  for  many  diseases  but  it  is  nanometer  is  one  billionth  of  a  meter  in 
the  instant  she  saw  the  baby’s  not  necessary  to  create  and  destroy  human  length.  The  DNA  molecule  is  2.3 
body  go  limp  from  the  procedure,  embryos  to  attain  these  cells.  Stem-cells  nanometers  wide.  Nanotechnology, 
she  switched  from  being  "pro-  are  available  in  umbilical  cords  and  pla-  then,  deals  with  the  manipulation  of 
choice"  to  "pro-life."  She  walked  centa.  Sometimes  human  cloning  is  justi-  matter  at  the  atomic  or  molecular  level 

fied  by  creating  embryos  for  the  purpose  and  it  has  ethical  implications." 

'  ‘  ”  1  Great  Britain,  the  Combining  nanotechnology  with 

cyborg  technology  (interfacing  liv- 
ing  nervous  tissue  with  electronic 
devices)  will  change  what  it  means 


A  Modern  Look  at  the 
Sanctity  of  Human  Life 


erately  kept  inside  the  womb.  The  abor¬ 
tionist  then  sticks  scissors  into  the  back  of 
the  baby's  skull  and  spreads  the  tips  of  die 
scissors  apart  to  enlarge  the  wound.  He 
then  removes  the  scissors,  inserts  a  suction 
catheter,  and  sucks  the  baby's  brains  out. 

The  collapsed  head  is  then 


nanotechnology  threatens  to  never  returned, 

redefine  life  as  we  know  it.  What  Yancev  The  issue  of  euthanasia 

is  a  Christian  to  think  or  do?  Let  ^  was  brought  to  the  spot- 

us  examine  all  the  areas  regarding  the  light  last  year  with  the  case  of  Terri 
sanctity  of  human  life  briefly.  Schiavo  in  Florida.  The  Florida 

House  voted  to  give  Governor  Jeb 
The  TAKING  of  Human  Life  Bush  the  authority  to  intervene  on 

(abortion,  infanticide,  and  euthanasia)  behalf  of  Mrs.  Schiavo,  a  brain¬ 

damaged  woman  whose  feeding 
It  is  not  natural  for  us  to  kill  our  chil-  tube  had  been  removed  by  her  hus- 
dren.  Over  the  last  31  years,  since  the  Roe  band's  order.  "Terri's  Law,"  as  it  is 
v.  Wade  court  decision  that  legalized  abor-  now  called,  would  put  in  place  a 
tion,  more  than  42  million  babies  have  moratorium  on  the  removal  of  food 
been  killed.  However,  in  the  last  several  and  water  from  those  patients  that 
years,  the  pendulum  of  public  opinion  did  not  have  an  advance  written 
has  been  swinging  back  to  the  rignt  and  directive  and  only  in  cases  where 
more  and  more  Americans  feel  that  abor-  members  of  a  patient's  family  can- 
tion  is  wrong.  In  June  2003,  a  group  called  not  agree  on  tne  appropriate  med- 
the  Center  for  the  Advancement  of  ical  care.  Joni  Eareckson  Tada,  a 
Women  released  poll  results  showing  that  quadriplegic  herself  since  a  diving 
51  percent  of  American  women  favored  accident  in  1967,  said,  "If  a  mentally 
either  banning  abortion  completely  or  competent  person  wanted  to  forego 
allowing  it  in  only  rare,  extreme  cases  a  feeding  tube,  then  that  would  Be 
(rape,  incest,  threats  to  the  mother's  life).  thoroughly  documented;  it  would 
The  trend  toward  ending  or  restrict-  be  notarized,  a  doctor  would 
ing  abortion  is  strongest  among  young  review  it  carefully.  Terri  Schiavo 
people.  With  the  advent  of  sonogram  never  had  that  opportunity."  The 
machines,  mothers  can  now  see  clear  view  that  life  is  sacred  includes' 
images  of  their  babies  in  the  womb.  The  babies,  the  handicapped,  and  the 
old  lie  that  a  fetus  is  simply  a  mass  of  elderly  regardless  of  someone  else’s 
cells  and  not  a  human  being  won’t  hold  judgment  of  their  quality  of  life, 
water  any  more.  Pregnancy  Resource  Another  big  case  that  fueled  file 
Centers  have  educated  young  people  anti-abortion  cause  in  2003  was  the 
about  alternatives  to  abortion,  provid-  murder  of  Lad  Peterson  and  her 
ine  vital  pro-life  education  to  small-  unborn  son.  Because  her  husband. 


the  dinosaurs  as  a  species  that  once 
ruled  the  earth  but  is  now  obsolete, 

‘  J*+>  011  for a  w!?e 

becoming  machines  themselves.  In 
either  case,  the  age  of  file  human  is 
,  ^  drawing  to  a  close." 

The  idea  that  medical 
^  ^  Ti  advancements  will  be  advanta- 

HL ml geous  to  us  fuels  our  desire  to 
I  see  research  carried  out.  We 
k.  J  would  all  like  to  see  cancer 

j  cured,  yet  we  must  understand 

that  we  have  opened  Pandora’s 
box  as  we  allow  the  experimen- 
^^Htal  use  of  nanotechnology  and 
— JBB  cybernetics.  Laws  that  keep 
os  are  destroyed  after  14  these  new  areas  of  science  focused  on 
>eir  stem-cells  are  extracted  the  good  they  can  do  for  humanity 

must  be  passed  and  strictly  enforced. 
When  we  tinker  with  the  human  body, 
we  are  seeking  to  improve  upon  a 
design  created  m  the  image  of  God  by 
God  Himself.  When  the  people  of 
Babel  aspired  to  build  a  tower  into  the 
heavens  and  make  a  name  for  them¬ 
selves,  God  confused  their  language 
Our  children  and  grandchildren  and  scattered  them  over  the  face  of  tne 
could  be  affected  by  some  of  our  present  earth.  As  we  grow  more  scientifically 
medical  advances.  A  January  2004  arti-  and  technologically  advanced,  we  risk 
cle  by  Christopher  Hook  in  Christianity  the  same  fate  as  those  who  have  come 
Today  predicts,  before  us  who  tried  to  outdo  God.  If 

"Eradicate  cancer.  Retain  and  recall  we  travel  down  the  road  of  cybemet- 
everything  you  find  on  the  Internet,  ics,  God  may  scatter  us  or  worse  yet. 
Give  your  child  a  high  IQ.  Drastically  leave  us  to  our  own  devices. 


is  pregnant  and  confused,  there  is  an  with  double  murder  (so  prosecutors  could  days  when 

option  other  than  Planned  Parenthood.  seek  the  death  penalty),  the  unborn  child  from  them.  The  destruction  of  human 

In  2003,  state  legislatures  passed  more  had  to  be  deemed  a  "person"  under  the  embryos  is  not  something  we  in  America 

than  50  pieces  of  pro-life  legislation.  This  same  legal  definition  that  applies  to  her.  can  stand  by  and  ignore, 

legislation  included  human  cloning  Conner  Peterson  did  not  live  long  enough 
bans,  fetal-homicide  laws,  informed-con-  to  be  bom  but  he  had  a  right  to  live,  and 
sent  for  abortion,  abortion-clinic  regula-  his  death  should  be  punished, 
tions,  and  parental  involvement  laws  for 
minors  seeking  abortions.  On  the  federal 
level,  a  ban  on  partial-birth  abortion  has 
finally  been  passed  and  signed  into  law. 

Partial-birth  abortion  is  file  equivalent 
of  infanticide.  It  typically  involves  an  abor¬ 
tionist  reaching  mto  file  uterus,  grabbing 
the  unborn  baDy's  leg  with  forceps,  ana 
pulling  the  still-living-baby  into  tne  birth 
canal,  except  for  the  nead,  which  is  delib- 


Family  Bible  Study 

God  Values  Human  Life 

2  Samuel  11:1-5, 14-17;  12:5, 13;  Psalms  139:13-16 
By  Ken  Anderson _ 


A  study  on  depression  and 
unintended  pregnancies  has 
concluded  mat  women  who 
abort  a  first  pregnancy  are  at 
greater  risk  of  long-term  clinical 
depression  than  women  who 
carry  an  intended  first  pregnan¬ 
cy  to  term.  The  leading  author 
of  the  study  said  the  study  was 
consistent  with  other  research 
that  has  shown  a  four  to  six  fold 
increased  risk  of  suicide  and 
substance  abuse  associated  with 
prior  abortion  (British  Medical 
Journal  (324)  P.  151-152).  This 
research  confirms  what  many 
already  knew  and  what  the 
Bible  clearly  teaches. 

The  scripture  sections  of  this 
lesson  compares  David's  awe 
of  God's  knowing  and  valuing 
him  even  before  ne  was  bom 
(Ps.  139:13-16)  and  his  failure  to 
affirm  the  sanctity  of  family  life 
and  human  life  (2  Samuel  11* 


and  12).  The  lesson 
also  reveals  that  sin 
brings  irrevocable  con¬ 
sequences  and  that 
God's  forgiveness 
totally  removes  one's  sin  guilt. 


David's  Failure  to  Affirm  the 
Sanctity  of  Human  Life  (2 
Samuel  11:1-5, 14-17). 

The  meeting  of  David  and 
Bathsheba  occurred  during  the 
times,  armies  went  to  war. 
Davids  statutes  allowed  him  to 
stay  in  Jerusalem  until  the 
enemy  city  was  ready  to  be 
taken.  Witn  time  on  his  hands, 
he  saw  Bathsheba  bathing.  His 
lingering  looks  lead  to  desire; 
desire  lead  to  lust;  and  lust  lead 
to  the  act  of  adultery. 

When  David  received  word 
that  Bathsheba  was  pregnant,  he 
immediately  went  into  a  cover 
up  campaign.  Uriah, 

Bathsheba's  husband,  was  called 
to  Jerusalem  under  the  assump¬ 


tion  of  giving  David  an 

update  on  the  war.  Twice 

David  tried  to  get  Uriah 

to  go  home  ana  be  with 

his  wife.  Then  when  the 

baby  was  bom,  people 

would  know  that  Uriah 

had  been  home  at  the 

appropriate  time.  Both 

efforts  failed.  Then 

A _ , _  David  ordered  Joab  to 

Anderson  ^  Uriah  md  othere  on 

a  suicide  mission  to  ensure 
Uriah's  death.  After  his  death, 
David  married  Bathsheba. 


David's  Confession  (2  Samuel 
12:5  and  13) 

At  foe  risk  of  his  own  life, 
Nathan,  foe  prophet,  went  to 
David  with  a  Hypothetical  case. 
He  asked  Davia  to  judge  a  rich 
man  with  many  flocks  who  took 
foe  only  dear  sheep  of  a  poor 
man.  David  had  no  trouble 
deciding  that  foe  rich  man  was 
morally  wrong  and  with  anger 
gave  nis  judgment.  Then  to 
David's  utter  surprise,  Nathan 
said  "Thou  are  the  man." 
David's  cover-up  had  collapsed. 

David,  without  excuse,  con¬ 
fessed  his  sin.  Nathan  pro¬ 
nounced  that  he  was  forgiven 


and  the  penalty  for  adultery 
was  removed.  The  guilt  of  foe 
sin  was  totally  removed  but  foe 
consequences  would  be  lasting. 
Bathsheba's  and  David's  child 
died.  Afterward,  David  would 
face  continual  family  problems. 

Psalms  139:13-16:  Here  David 
is  in  awe  of  foe  sanctity  of  his 
own  life.  David  said  that  before 
he  was  bom  God  knew  every¬ 
thing  about  him.  God  had  pos¬ 
sessed  his  reign  (KJV)  or  created 
his  inner  most  parts  (RSV)  or 
inmost  befog  (NIV).  He  had 
wove  or  knitted  him  together  in 
his  mothers  womb  (vs.  13).  Even 
before  he  was  bom  to  live  his  first 
days,  they  were  allotted  and 
scheduled  for  him  (vs.  16). 

Applications  from  this  lesson: 

•  Abortion:  Abortion  is  the 
end  of  human  life.  The  over¬ 
whelming  evidence  is  in  of  foe 
ongoing  tragic  consequences  of 
abortion.  Those  caught  in  these 
tragedies  need  God's  grace. 

•  Assisted  Suicides: 
Euthanasia  is  always  an  assault 
of  foe  sanctity  of  human  life. 

•  Prejudice:  God  is  foe  source 
of  all  human  life  as  creator  and 


sustainer.  Therefore,  all  human 
life  is  sacred.  This  means  every 
person  of  every  race,  gender,  eth¬ 
nicity,  or  nationality  is  created  in 
God’s  image. 

•  Battered  Women:  The 
sanctity  of  human  life  means  a 
strong  protest  against  any  action 
that  demeans  or  denies  foe  digni¬ 
ty  of  personhood.  Battered 
women  in  our  churches  and  cul¬ 
tures  are  crying  out  for  help. 

•  Child  Abuse:  There  is  no 
segment  of  our  society  that  is 
immune  to  the  exploitation, 
brutality,  neglect,  and  sexual 
abuse  of  children. 

•  Freedom  of  Conscience 
Act  Readers  can  have  a  positive 
effect  on  foe  proposed 
Mississippi  legislative  bill  enti¬ 
tled  The  Freedom  of  Conscience 
Act.  The  bill  will  allow  health 
care  providers  and  institutions  to 
refuse  to  participate  in  abortions 
and  other  practices  related  to  foe 
sanctity  of  life.  Contact  foe 
Christian  Action  Commission  of 
foe  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  for  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  bill. 

Anderson  is  pastor  emeritus  of 
First  Church,  Saltillo. 


Explore  the  Bible 


Wisdom  of  Protecting  Human  Life 

Exodus  1:15-17,20*2:10;  Proverbs  24:11-12 

(y  Ann  Manlacalco  assisted  suicide  seem 

like. a  quick  and  easy 
way  to  take  care  of  such 


L  disobey  such  an  order  Act  With  Determination 
from  foe  severe  dictator  (Ex.  1:22-2:4): 
could  have  cost  them  When  foe  king  couldn't  get 
their  Uves.  However,  foe  midwives  to  obey  him,  he 
:alco  they  feared  God  and  commandeered  his  own  people. 

refused  to  carry  out  They  were  to  aid  in  foe  Hebrew 
Pharaoh's  plan.  Because  of  their  population  control  by  throwing 
commitment  to  honor  God  by  newborn  boys  into  foe  Nile.  A 
preserving  foe  lives  of  these  new-  couple  from  foe  tribe  of  Levi 
Dorns,  Goa  gave  them  families  of  was  blessed  with  a  beautiful 
their  own  (vs.  21).  son,  and  foe  mother  managed 

Proverbs  24:11-12  issues  a  call  to  hide  him  three  months, 
to  foe  Lord's  followers  to  be  Realizing  her  son  was  no  ordi- 
activelv  involved  in  protecting  nary  baby  (Heb.  11:23),  she  was 
and  salvaging  endangered  lives,  determined  to  save  his  life.  She 
This  can  involve  such  activities  as  relinquished  her  son  to  foe  Nile, 
supporting  neglected  or  disad-  not  according  to  the  Kings 
vantaged  children,  helping  men-  edict,  but  according  to  foe  plan 
tor  teens  and  adults  who  are  slip-  of  the  One  who  works  out 

Sough  the  cracks,  and  pro-  everything  in  conformity  with 
care  for  foe  elderly.  In  foe  purpose  of  his  will...(Eph. 
ippi,  several  Christian  1:11).  Are  you  willing  to  act 
Womens  Job  Corps  sites  and  with  similar  determination  and 
about  32  Crisis  Pregnancy  faith  to  mirror  God's  concern 
Centers  show  Gods  value  for  for  foe  lives  of  all  people? 
human  life  by  providing  educa¬ 
tion,  resources,  support  and  Act  With  Creativity  (Ex. 
Christian  mentoring.  We  can't  2:5-10): 


So  God  created  man  in  his 
own  image. .  .male  and  female  he 
created  them....  God  saw  all  that 
he  had  made,  and  it  was  very 
good  (Genesis  127,  31).  When 
die  eternal  God  formed  foe  first 
human  beings.  He  designed 
them  in  His  image,  enabling 


As  Miriam  waited  to  see 
what  would  become  of  her 
brother,  Pharaoh's  daughter 
came  to  bathe.  She  saw  foe  bas¬ 
ket,  had  it  retrieved,  and  cra¬ 
dled  it  in  her  arms.  A  tiny  cry 
was  heard,  and  her  heart  melt¬ 
ed.  Miriam  stepped  forward, 
offering  to  call  a  Hebrew 
woman  to  nurse  the  infant. 
God's  providence  enabled 
Moses  own  mother  to  nurture 
her  son  in  his  tender  years. 

Moses  lived  to  become  one 
of  God's  greatest  servants. 
However,  we  can  only  wonder 
about  foe  countless  lives  that 
were  snuffed  out.  Today  such 
destruction  continues  a  recent 
yearly  total  reveals  3,566 
reported  abortions  performed 
in  Mississippi.  Such  atrocities 
rob  us  of  future  great  leaders 
and  humanitarians,  and  scar 
the  lives  of  the  parents  and 
families.  May  Goa  soften  our 
hearts  tp  do  what  we  can  to 
avert  such  tragedies!  For  ways 
you  can  help,  contact  your  local 
associational  office  or  a  Crisis 
Pregnancy  Center  near  you. 


Maniscalco  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Ocean  Springs. 


Mr.  (ilM  Flurry 

Mr.  A  Mr»,  Perry  Atherton 
MLm  Billie  Ford 

Mr.  A  Mrv  Rum  Ford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gian  Fortenberry 
Mi.  Janet  C.  Lampton 
Joan  Footer 

Mr.  Charlci  A.  Touchatonc 
David  Fowler 

Dr.  A  Mrs  Phillip  B  Murray 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  James  E.  fraud 

Dr.  A  Mr».  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Dr.  A  Mr*.  William*  J.  Glbaoa 
Dr.  A  Mr*.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mr.  William  Glbaoa 

Rhonda  A  Scottilyn  Lloyd 
Mr*.  Carolyn  Gorton 

Channel  SSC.  FBC-Belzoni 
M*.  Johnnie  D.  Turner 
Dr.  Frank  Gunn 

MiiKiMippi  College 
Mr*.  Annie  l^aurle  Gunter 

Dr.  A  Mr*.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Rowland  Hall 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Jimmy  Hardy 
Martha  Hancock 

\  Mia*  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Mr*.  Virginia  Hathorn 

Faith  ClaM.  FBC-Louiaville 
Mi**  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Bill  Heaton 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Henry  F.  Peebles  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hap  Hederman 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Anthony  Thomas 
Mr*.  Jane  Hederman 
Miisiftftippi  College 
Elaine  Helium* 

Allen  A  Hollie  Jeffery 
Mile*  A  Paula  Jeffery 
Joey  A  Ellen  Shaw 
Odean  Heim* 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Henry  G.  Went 
Pam  A  Eddie  Helm* 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Henry  G.  West 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glyn  Hester 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  David  W.  Upchurch 
Mr*.  L.  D.  Hill 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glynn  Jone* 

James  A  Annette  Hitt 
Mis*  Marty  Hitt 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  John  L.  Holcombe 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Harry  Poag 
Mr*.  Dave  Holley 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Harry  Poag 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  John  L.  Holloway 
Mr*  Mildred  M.  Boyd 
Mr*.  Altene  Holloway 
Mr*.  Allene  Holloway 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  John  L  Holloway 


Mr.  A  Mrs  Barney  J.  Albritton 

Elbert  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Barney  J.  Albritton 
Henry  Lamar  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Elton  D.  Wall 
Paul  Kindle  Smith 

Macedonia  BC  Deacon* 

Bill  Smylie 

The  R.  V  Paige  Family 
Mrs.  Christine  Solomon 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Rudolf  Richter 
Dr.  Jimmy  F  Vessel! 

William  F.  (Billy)  Sones 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Lindsay  B.  Lampton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  B.  Middleton 
Esther  South 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  D.  Lynch 
Dave  Spangler 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Henry  F.  Peebles  Jr. 
Richard  Speights 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Howard  Bridges 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herman  L.  Dungan  Jr. 
Ms.  Lois  B.  Livingston 
John  Wibon  "Dub"  S proles 

Mr*.  Dorothy  S.  Oberschmidt 
Mrs.  Lacy  Scarbrough  Stamplev 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raiford  Strong 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr*.  Virginia  Steven* 

Bobby  A  Geneva  Gardner 
Ronnie  Stewart 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  Honca 
Mrs.  Eulala  Stovall 

Mr*.  W.  C.  Mangum 
Mr.  Cedi  Stuckey 

Dungan  Fjigineering  P  A 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lester  Haddox 
Lucille  Swilley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Joe  Hurt  Talbert 

Mrs.  Daisy  E.  Aldridge 
Mr*.  Lucille  Cade  Tale 

Mrs  Audean  Gelston 
The  Celeste  Truitt  Family 
Mr*.  Pat  Taylor 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rex  Cowart 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ragan  Walters 
Will  Terry 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hairy  Neal  Corder 
A  Family 
Mr.  Bobby  'Dicker 

Mrs  W.  D  Coleman 
Ms.  Gloria  A.  Martin 
Mrs.  Luna  B.  Turner 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Green 
Andrea  Tyne* 

Mr.  Kevin  Bates 
John.  Tammy  A  Stacy  Mabry 
Bob  A  Ann  Nunnery 
Mary  Evelyn  Welch 
Louise  Valentine 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  F  Breland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Phillip  R.  Hilton 
Mr.  Norman  Van  Horn 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Lester  Haddox 
Mr.  A  Mm.  Robert  J  Pace 
Mr.  A  Mm.  Jerry  M.  Howell 
Mrs.  Mary  Venaon 

Graeher  Brothers  Inc. 

Vernon  Voweil 

First  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Vlrgie  S.  Wallace 

Mm.  Carolyn  Woodward 
Buzzy  A  Bubha  Ijing  A  Family 
Mr.  Albert  D.  Warnock 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Gary  E.  Dill 
Mr  A  Mm.  Samuel  Landers 
Mr  Luther  Warnock  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mm.  William  A  Family 
Brown. 

Mr.  A  Mm.  J.  B  Middleton 
Mr.  A  Mm.  Atwood  S  Quirk 
Mr._ Robert  "Bob"  Warren 
Mm.  Glenn  Mile* 

The  J.  C.  Rhyme*  Family 
Dennis  Weaver 

Kelly  Susan  A  Peyton  Perry 
Mrs.  Rachel  Weaver 

Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Roy  Webb 

Mm.  Dorothy  J.  Little 
Mrs.  Beulah  Week* 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Richard  Rogers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tony  Roger* 

Glen  Well* 

Blake  A  Wendy  Campbell 
Eddie  A  Angela  Frances 
MG  Mickey  T.  Westbrook 
CPT.  A  Mrs.  Davi*  M. 
Broadwater 

Dr.  Joaeph  R.  Whitaker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  C.  Johnson 


Mr.  A  Mr*.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
John  Sydney  Parker,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mm  Bobby  Crawford 
Jo  Parker 

Ruth  SSC.  Hurley  BC-Huricy 
Olan  Parker 

Mr  A  Mm.  J.  D.  Lynch 
Sand>  Parnis 

Mrs.  Doris  G.  Boyer 
C  harlie  G.  Patterson 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Boyd  L.  Tidwell 
Judy  Pearson 

Mr  A  Mm.  Robert  H.  Coleman 
Mr.  Bill  Peckenpaugh 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Leo  N.  Scruggs 
Dr.  Raannc  Ray  Tindle 
Mr.  A  Mr*  Jerry  D  Turner 
J.  R.  Pegues,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubry  L.  Hays 
Mrs.  Delphi  "Dede"  Pepper 
Mm.  Curtis  L.  Johnson 
Ms.  Dian  Smith 
Iris  Pettiet 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Greg  Tubertim 
Mr.  Douglas  Pittman 

Mrs.  Katharine  W.  Hardy 
Perry  Spraherry  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Doss 
Mrs.  Hazel  Poitevent 

Mr.  Owen  D.  Jone* 

MPop"  Porter 

Kelly.  Susan  &  Peyton  Pen-y 

Henry  Porter 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  S.  Benson 
Deborah  Alma  Powell 

Mrs.  Anne  W  Manning 
Mr*.  Ike  (Bobby*  Nell  M.)  Presley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thcron  Poole 
Mr  &  Mrs  Noah  M.  Mills 
N.  L  Canon  Construction  Co..  Inc. 
Mr.  &  Mr*.  Harry  F.  Beacham 
Ms.  Mary  Lois  Heslcp 
C.  O..  Jean.  Lisa  A  Tim  Kynerd 
Rickey  Moore 
Ms.  Gwendolyn  Morgan 
The  Jimmy  Patterson  Family 
Mrs.  Martha  M.  Broussard 
Jill  Moses  DeHart 
Robin  Moses 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ide  B.  Dickens  Jr. 
LabOne 

The  Wayne  Chisholms 
The  Matt  Dum* 

Mr  A  Mrs  James  C.  Johnson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  M.  Murphy 
The  Clifton  Porters 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Bobby  J.  Sandifer 
The  Randy  Scons 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  R  Carter 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Sam  Y.  A  Family  Juc 
Mm.  Ladye  C  Freitag 
John  Rainer 

Mrs.  Mere  C.  Hall 
(ill  Ramirez 

Mr  A  Mr*.  Andrew  J  Churchwell 
Mr*.  Doris  Raspberry 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mrs.  Johnnie  McCarty  Redmond 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Henry  M. 

Burkhaller  ’  ■ 

Helen  M.  Remington 

Ms  Camille  S.  Coneriy 
Hardy  Brown  Renfroe 

Mr.  A  Mrs  F.  R.  Clark 
Hazel  Reynold* 

Mr  A  Mm.  Hembree  Brandon 
Mr.  B.  F.  Reynold* 

Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy  A 

Staff 

Mr*.  Trugen  Hudson  Riendorp 

Mr  A  Mm.  James  C.  Copeland 
Lynn  Riggle 

Mr  A  Mr*.  Noel  C.  Wait* 

Julia  Rivers 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Robert  H.  Coleman 
Donald  Robertson 

Mr  A  Mrs  Howard  Gilbert 
Mildred  Robertson 

Mr.  A  Mr*  Henry  F.  Peebles  Jr. 


Dr.  E.  Edwin  Hutson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Beattie 
Lorenc  Jackson 

Mr*.  Christine  Smith 
Rhonda  Jerreil 
Pat  Clark 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herman  L.  Dungan  Jr. 
Thelma  Jone* 

Clara  M.  Roberts 
Brenda  Robertson 
Eleanor  Johnaon 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herman  L.  Dungan  Jr. 
Jerry  (Gooae)  Johnson 

Jo  Ann  A  Josie  Franks 
Mr.  Allen  Johnston 

Mrs.  Gwen  Randall 
Ms.  Dian  Smith 
Annie  Lucille  Keen 

Ms.  Margaret  M.  Shocmakc 
Raymon  C.  Kelly 

M*.  Faye  C.  Kelly 
Doris  King 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Barney  J.  Albritton 

Sue  Kirkland 

Misses  Odean  A  Glinda  Busby 
Stephanie  Edwards  Knight 
Ms.  Beth  Bush 
Mrs.  Nita  Funning 
Mr.  Richard  Labeth 

Mr*  Sue  M.  Smith 
Mrs.  Richard  Thurman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Chris  Thurman 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ryan  Thurman 
Mr.  Kelly  Thurman 
James  l  ane 

Mr.  A  Mrv  Howard  Gilbert^ 
Pauline  Langford 

Mrs.  Mary  V.  Golding 
Pauline  l*ath 

Mr  A  Mrs  Noel  C  Waits 
Hilly  Lee 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 

Mr.  Cecil  Lee 

Mr.  A  Mrs  David  Doss 
Alton  l*wl* 

Ms  Mary  Lou  Lott 
"Granny"  Mlgnonne  lawman 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Ban*)  J.  Albritton 
Mrs.  Odessa  Lingel 

T.E.L  SSC-Springfield  BC 
Marilyn  Cleveland  Long 

Mr  A  Mrs  Henry  F.  Peebles  Jr 
Richard  l/Ott 

Mr.  Harold  G.  Marx  Sr. 

Mr.  Clyde  Lummus 

Mr.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Hud  Lunceford 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stephen  L.  Pec 
Jimmy  Donald  Maddox 

Mr.  A  Mr*  William  T  Boyd  Jr. 
Mrs.  Audrey  Maddox 

Ms.  Polly  M.  Frazier 
Kugina  Mardls 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr*.  Jo  Mauldin 

Mrs  Malcolm  W.  Heard  A 

Family 

Ora  Mae  McAlpin 

Mr  Robert  N.  Stocketl 
Mr.  Sam  Stockett 
Mr*.  Hazel  McCain 

Dr.  A  Mm.  Norman  E.  O'Neal 
Roy  A.  McCarley 

Ms.  Jean  M  Kirk 
Willie  E.  "Billy"  McKenzie 

Dorothy  A  Buddy  McKenzie 
Mr.  N.  Raymond  McKlhben 

Mr.  A  Mr*  Rowland  Smith 
Graeher  Brother*  Inc. 

Ethel  B.  McKinley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  D.  Fortenberry 
Hugh  McLaughlin 

Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Julia  McManus 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Charles  Dew 
Mr*.  Martha  "Cookie"  Turner  McNdl 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Jackson 
Mr.  A  Mm.  Rollin  M  Tumage 
Mr.  A  Mm.  Bobby  Collins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  L.  Lockwood 
Mr.  Donald  A.  Thompson 
Mr.  A  Mm.  Raiford  Strong 
Mr.  A  Mr*  Kenneth  T  Petty 
Mr  A  Mm.  Richard  Petty 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Wayne  W.  Wood 
Mm.  Mildred  H.  Rushing 
Mm  Peggy  Shuckrow 
Mildred  Hobgood  McRae 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Sam  Lackey 
George  Medley 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Fred  E  Tatum 
Mary  Mell 

Rev  A  Mrs  Vaughan  Gardner 
Craig  M.  Monroe.  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mm.  A.  W.  Lang  III 
Craig  M.  Monroe,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mm.  A.  W.  Ling  III 
Mrs.  Frankie  Moore 

Mr.  Owen  D.  Jones 


Mississippi  College 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Mack  Ami* 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Jimmy  Hardy 
Dr.  A  Mr*.  Clayton  Anderson  A 
Family 

Mr  A  Mr*.  Harry  Poag 
Bro.  A  Mrs.  L.  C.  Anthony 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bndges 
Patsy  A  Perry  Atherton 

Mm.  Virginia  Atherton 
The  Ty  Bailey  Family 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Cliff  Bailey 
Mrs.  Flora  Baker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  Etheridge 
Nancy  Bell 

First  Baptist  Church 
Lanelle  Bergin 

Mi**  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Arva  Blocker 

Dr.  H.  D.  Posey 
Bill  Blue 

Linda  Spencer 
Dr.  Gary  Bolton 

Mr.  William  B.  Webb 
Dan  R.  and  Shannon  Boyce 

Brook  haven  Academy.  Inc. 

Mrs.  Mildred  Boyd 

Mr.  A  Mn.  John  L.  Holloway 
Mr.  Gene  Brown 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  Atherton 
Edith  Browning 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Robert  Lee  Loftis 
Mr*.  Oralee  Buie 

Mr.  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Juanita  Bullmore 

Friendship  SSC.  FBC-Sardi* 
Mickey  Ross  Family 
Lillie  Mae  Bullard 

M*.  Margaret  Ann  Finnic 
LaRue  Byrd 

Ms.  Emily  L.  Noble 
Mr.  James  H.  Cannon 

Mm.  Kathleen  R.  Clifford 
Jason  A  Nancy  Cantrell 

Mr.  Sherrell  R.  Sturdivant 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Ira  W.  Carpenter,  Jr. 

Mn.  Julie  B  Carpenter 
Beverly  Carr 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Anthony  Delee 
Mr.  Jimmy  Dick  Carter 
Mi**i**ippi  College 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  F.  Chilton 

Dr.  A  Mm.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mrs.  Dot  Choate 

Friendship  SSC.  FBC-Rolling 

Fork 

Judy  A  Lance  Cleveland 
.  Mm.  Virginia  Atherton 
R.  D.  Cline  Family 

Mr.  Sherrell  R.  Sturdivant 
Mia*  Betsy  Cole 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Jimmie  Cole 
Mr.  Jimmie  Cole 

Mm.  Jimmie  Cole 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Calvin  Collier 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Roy  Etheridge 
Mrs.  Clemmie  Collin* 

Mm.  Harold  A.  Reese 
Phillip  A  Kathy  Collin* 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Perry  Atherton 
Rev.  Barry  Corbet 

Mississippi  College 
Kathy  Cotten 

Mr.  Charles  A.  Touchstone 
Mr.  Richard  Coyle 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Perry  Atherton 
Frances  Cot 

Linda  Spencer 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Ehrood  Crain 
M*.  Jessica  H.  Germany 
Mary  Jane  Crawford 

Joy  SSC.  FBC- Stark vi lie 


THE  VILLAGE 
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Dr  Bill  Causey,  Interm  Excutive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


William  Gayle  Chipman 

Mr  A  Mr*.  Billy  E  Trim 
Mrs.  Devs  it  Chisolm 

Mr.  William  B  Webb 
Eden  Christmas 

Darrell  A  Gwen  Randall 
Mr.  J.  C.  Cline 

Mr  A  Mr*.  Jesse  E.  Beard 
Beulah  Singletary  Coleman 

Mr  A  Mr*.  Hembree  Brandon 
Mendy  Couch 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joel  Hale 
Mrs.  Molly  Riwe  McDonuld  Cranford 
Wayne  A  Ann  I>ott  Denton 
Mary  Lou  Lott 
llettie  Crawford 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Dale  Stuart 
Mr.  Howard  Earl  Crawford 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Larry  S.  Benson 
Hope  N.  Creel 

Mrs.  Clayton  Creel 
Mrs.  Saramel  Crook* 

Mr.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Ida  Bell  Cron* 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Stephen  L.  Pee 
Raymond  Davenport 

Dr  Jack  A  Barbara  Ann  Causey 
James  O.  Davidson 

Mm.  Norma  Davidson 
Mr.  Robert  Degge 

Ms.  Dian  Smith 
Mrs.  Earl  Dennis,  Sr. 

Mr*  Katharine  W  Hardy 
Mary  Brooks  I>enni* 

Dr  A  Mm.  Terry  O.  Bailey 
Mr.  A  Mm.  John  T.  Keeton  Jr 
Jeremy  DiGiovannl 

Mr.  C.  Kirk  Haskins 
Mrs.  Gladys  Dodson 

Women  on  Missions.  Crenshaw  BC 
Mr  A  Mm.  Franklin  Rayburn 
Mr.  Homer  Evana 

Mr.  A  Mm  Nick  Buoni.  Jr 
Mm.  Sue  M.  Smith 
M».  JoAnn  Young 
Mr*.  Evans 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Ronnie  O.  Beck 
Peggy  Felres 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Jonas  Forbes 

Joel  Germany 
Mm.  Sue  Oermany 
Clarence  Fowler 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Howard  Gilbert 
Geraldine  Brantley  Fradono 

Mr.  A  Mrs  William  A  Switzer 
A  Paula 

Mr.  Cedi  Friday 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Jerry  M.  Howell 
Mary  Gardner 

Rev.  A  Mrs  Vaughan  Gardner 
Mr*.  Sarah  Garvey 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Leo  N.  Scruggs 
Gladys  Gay 


Dr.  Dan  Joaaa 

Mississippi  College 


Mississippi  College 


Mm.  Harold  A.  Reese 
Mr.  George  Dale 

Mississippi  College 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  J.  Dale 

Mr  A  Mm.  Robert  D.  Parman 
Rev.  A  Mr*.  T.  R.  Darwy  A  Family 
Mm.  Helen  P  Davea 


Mm.  Kaye  Faulkner 
Mrs.  Catherine  Rogers 

Jan  Allison  A  Family 
Nancy  Moak  A  Family 
Richard  Rogers  A  Family 
Tony  Rogers  A  Family 
Mr.  (ieorge  E.  Roger* 

Mr  A  Mm.  Joe  M.  Baker  Sr. 
Shore  Drive  Neighbors  A  Priends 
Mr.  A  Mm.  Robert  L  Bradford 
Green  Oak  Neighbor* 


Mm.  Martha  Holloway 
Mr.  Muse  Davis 


Adams  A  Union  Baptist  Aaan 

a  J _ H _ .1 _ 

ivirs.  iviyniee 

Mr  A  Mn.  Chart*.  Dew 
The  Funily  of  George  Eapey 
The  Funily  of  Elizabeth  Heuh 
The  Funily  of  Ivi  Jrnkin. 

The  Family  of  Sarah  Warren 
The  Family  of  H.  C.  Eapey 
The  Family  of  Benton  Eapey 
Mn.  Anne  W.  Maiming 

Traci  Smaer 


December  1  •  31, 2003 
Honor* 


Mr*.  Calvin  Butler 
Mr  A  Mr*  Charlie  Jordan 


Donni  Rhyme*  A  Funily 
Mr.  A  Mn  Donald  Mutin 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Silly  Mangold 


threatened  by  this  are  the  same  politi¬ 
cians  who  three  years  ago  were  telling  us 
that  there  was  no  way  that  marriage  was 
:a,  that  that  was  just 
ridiculous,"  Janet  Epp  Buckingham,  gen¬ 
eral  legal  counsel  tor  the  Evangelical 
Fellowship  of  Canada,  told  BP. 

Said  Reid:  "Those  fears  are  absolutely 
well-founded,  regardless  of  what  the  gov¬ 
ernment  savs  and  regardless  of  what  the 
;  same-sex  homosexual  rights  activists  say." 
something  The  possibility  of  being  forced  to  pre- 
\ere  show  side  over  same-sex  ceremonies  is  a  "huge 
>11  last  year  fear,"  Buckingham  added. 

16%.  "I  know  some  clergy  who  have  already 

been  dra-  been  approached  by  gay  or  lesbian  couples 
asking  about  them  performing  marriage 
ceremonies  for  them/'  she  said. 

"So  far  we  don't  know  of  any  legal 
challenges  that  have  been  brought," 
Buckingham  said. 

There  are  other  concerns,  though.  Will 
the  Canadian  government  continue  to 
give  churches  viewed  as  discriminatory 
a  special  tax  status?  Will  Christian 
schools  be  required  to  teach  that  same- 
sex  "marriage*'  is  normal? 

"[I]t  affects  a  whole  wide  range  of 
nited  States,  the  religious  freedom  issues  and  opens  up  a 
ruled  in  whole  new  area  of  potential  court  cases," 
Buckingham  said. 

In  addition  to  their  faith,  American  and 
Canadian  Christians  also  share  a  common 
fear  of  their  respective  court  systems.  In 
both  countries,  the  same-sex  ''marriage" 
push  has  taken  place  in  the  judiciary. 

"This  has  never  been  a  democratic 
project  by  homosexual  activists,"  said 
Reid  of  Focus  on  the  Family  Canada. 

"This  has  been  almost  completely  dri¬ 
ven  by  the  courts,"  he  pointed  out. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  In  1997,  and  if  Christians  don't  stand  up  there 
Canadian  resident  Hugh  Owens  became  they  could  lose  those  [freedoms],  too." 
fed  up  with  the  progress  homosexual  For  many  years  Americans  have  con- 
activists  had  made  m  his  country,  decided  sidered  Canadians  to  be  their  good  going  to  be  redefine 
to  do  something  about  it. 

A  Christian,  Owens  bought  an  advertise¬ 
ment  in  the  local  newspaper,  the  Saskatoon 
Star-Phoenix.  The  ad  was  simple:  It  listed 
Bible  references  from  Leviticus,  Romans 
and  1  Corinthians  on  one  side,  an  "equals" 
symbol  in  the  middle,  and  two  stick  men 
holding  hands  on  the  other  side.  A  circle 
with  a  slash  across  it  —  the  universal  sign 
for  prohibition  —  covered  the  stick  figures. 

The  ad  was  intended  to  showcase bibli¬ 
cal  truth,  but  it  ended  up 
the  newspaper  in  trouble, 
law,  the  Saskat 

Commission  ordered  Owens  and  the 
newspaper  each  to 
homosexuals  who  he 
court  subsequently  upheld  the  decision. 

Such  stories  are  disheartening  to 
Canadian  Christians,  who  have  seen 
homosexual  activists  advance  their  cause 
much  further  than  has  happened  in 
America.  While  U.S.  conservatives  are  bat¬ 
tling  against  the  legalization  of  same-sex 
marriage,  Canadian  conservatives  lost  that 
battle  months  ago.  It  is  already  legal  in  two 
Canadian  provinces,  and  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  has  pushed  for  a  national  law. 

While  Canadian  conservatives  haven't 
given  up  hope,  they  realize  they  have  an 

uphill  fight.  telling  its  churches  that  they 

"It's  not  over  in  Canada,  but  it's  going  affected  by  the  legalization 

to  be  a  lot  harder  now  ...to  recover  those - 1 - A - * 1 

freedoms  and  to  shore  them  up,"  Darrel 
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While  polls 
than  60%  of 
marriage,  po! 
much  diffen 
close  to  a  50- 
had  support 
etting  him  and  The  cnani 

iting  Canadian  matic.  In  19  .  , 

itchewan  Human  Rights  vote  pf  216-55  a  non-binding  but  signifi- 

■  ~ _ _ 1  j  cant  resolution  affirming  the  traditional 

$1,500  to  three  definition  of  marriage.  Just  last 
d  a  complaint.  A  September  a  similar  resolution,  with 
almost  identical  language,  failed  137-132. 

Then-Prime  Minister  Jean  Chretien, 
one  of  those  who  flipped  on  the  issue, 
said  society  had  "evolved."  That  vote 
came  months  after  courts  in  British 
Columbia  and  Ontario  legalized  same- 
sex  marriage  in  those  provinces. 

Meanwhile,  in  the 
Massachusetts  high  court 
feral  gov-  November  for  same-sex  marriage  —  some¬ 
thing  that  just  10  years  ago  would  have 
been  unthinkable. 

The  Canadian  federal  government  is 

•;  won't  be 

of  same-sex  push  has  taken  place 
marriage  and  won't  have  to  preside  over  "TUio 

_  _  such  ceremonies.  Yet  such  talk  isn't  very 

Reid,  president  of  Focus  on  fee  Family  comforting  to  the  nation's  Christians. 

Canada,  told  Baptist  Press  (BP).  "Things  "The  very  same  politicians  that  are 
are  happening  very  quickly  in  the  States,  now  assuring  us  that  clergy  aren't 

SBC  entities  launch  'Churches  Praying'  initiative 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP) — In  "What  could  be  better  than  to  www.oneinamillionprayer.com. 

an  effort  to  promote  supportive  pray  for  our  sister  churches  and  Chapman  was  among  the 
prayer  among  fee  churches  of  their  ministries,  that  God  might  chief  organizers  of  the  prayer 

fee  Southern  Baptist  Convention  bless  them  in  a  mighty  way?"  effort,  drawing  from  his  experi- 

(SBC),  a  new  initiative  called  Morris  H.  Chapman,  president  ence  as  pastor  c 

Churches  Praying  for  Churches  of  the  Executive  Committee,  ,An-1--1-  B-M 

enables  both  individual  believ-  said  in  a  sound  clip  at 

ers  and  church  prayer  groups  to  _ _ _ 

pray  not  only  for  their  own 
churches  but  for  every  Southern 
Baptist  church  during  2004.  . 

Launched  Jan.  1  by  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee,  the  North 
American  Mission  Board,  and 
the  Empowering  Kingdom 
Growth  Task  Force,  Churches 
Praying  for  Churches  is  seeking 
to  lmk  a  network  of  churches  in 
prayer  to  pray  for  God's 

empowerment  and  engage  them  i tM 

in  His  churches  across  the  con-  PMM  - — V  £■ 
vention  for  Kingdom  growth. 

To  be  a  part  of  the  prayer 
effort,  Southern  Baptist  indi- 
viduals  or  church  prayer 
groups  may  register  online  at 
www.sbc.net  or  by  calling  toll-  , 

free  (888)  PRAYER2.  ;  ‘  ’ 

Registrants  should  provide  .  1 

their  name,  e-mail  address,  and  V^IB^BHM 

church  identification  number, 

which  may  be  found  by  search-  2^^B  j^B 

ing  for  their  home  church  in  the 
ChurchSearch  database 

www.sbc.net.  Each  registrant  JKKffW  .-jr . 

will  be  assigned  a  personal  vol- 
unteer  identification  number. 

Registrants  can  commit  to 
pray  for  one  to  five  Southern 
Baptist  churches  each  week  for 
12  weeks,  including  lifting  up 

specific  requests  presented  by  ' 
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Clue:  C  =  M 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week's  puzzle: 

Mark  10:45 


ing  14%  of  its  budget  through 
Southern  Baptists'  Cooperative 
Program,  but  church  members 
began  to  pray  about  what  more 
of  First  Church  they  could  do  in  association 
in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  during  wife  the  convention, 
the  1980s.  The  church  was  giv-  Churches  Praying  for 

Churches  also  allows  individ- 
ual  churches  to  submit  specif¬ 
ic  prayer  requests,  such  as 
church  growth,  evangelism 

■  and  mission  opportunities  or 
general  prayer  requests  for 
trie  pastor,  staff  and  members. 
Requests  may  be  made  at  the 
same  location  as  registration 
at  www.sbc.net. 

Many  churchgoers  are  famil- 

■  iar  wife  the  passage  from  2 
Bfc,  Chronicles  7:14,  which  states,  "If 

My  people,  who  are  called  by 
My  name,  will  humble  them¬ 
selves  and  pray  and  seek  My 
face  and  turn  from  their  wicked 
ways,  then  will  I  hear  from 
heaven  and  will  forgive  their  sin 
and  will  heal  their  land." 

"I  know  that's  the  prayer  of 
every  Southern  Baptist  for  our 
nation  and  for  our  conven- 
tion,"  Chapman  said.  "Would 
you  join  us  in  this  prayer 
Uk  effort?  It  could  result  in  the 
K  greatest  blessing  which  God 
would  ever  pour  out  upon 
this  convention.  May  we  pray 
for  spiritual  awakening,  may 
we  pray  for  revival,  may  we 
abandon  self  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  and  just  say,  'Lord,  I 
can't,  but  You  can  help  us 
reach  this  nation  for  the  sake 
BBP  of  Christ  and  His  Kingdom.'" 
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